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DEVELOPMERT QF RECIONAL AUTONOMY IN CENTRAL-SUUTH

AND_SOUTEWEST THINA WINORITY NATIONALITY AREAS

This report presents two statements showing the status and
development of minowity natinnality affairs in Central-South China
and in Southvest Chios Administrasive Regicns.

RELTONAL ATITONOMY TN CENTRAL-SOUTS CHINA

Chang £ninh-i, chairman ~f the Nationalities Affairs Committee of the
Central-South China Military and Administrative Ccnmittee, gave a eritical re-
POrt on the deveiopment of naticnality regicaal sutonomy in Central-South China.
to the second ~omference of the temmission of the Affairs of Nationalities of
the Central People’s ficvernment whirh vas hell@ 4 - 31 Decemter 19%..

The Pelping Jep-min Jikpao ¢f 18 Fetrusry 1952 puc.ished the important
parts of Chang's itatemsnt, and FerTinear excerprs from it are as follows:

All-nationelities, ali-cir-les Pecple ‘s representatives conferences have
been held on from cne to three o- -0z ions in the minority nationality areas.
The number of pinority nstiona ity representatives rarticipating in ail types
of representaiives ronferences generslly exteeded the number apportioned them
- ¢ according to popuistion ratic. Mivox ity nationality cadres participate in a
. large nvmber of zh'u snd hiiung aéministrations and some minority nationality
. cadres Yecame cktyu rhiefs cr deputy cbiefs, hstang chiefs, and hsten magistrates
or deputy msgistrates. Trgde .. wwltmml educetion agenties have also taken
in a considerahie numter of minority nationaiity cadres.

The activitiee of establishing mincrity nat tonality administrations have
teen completea in ~wnZ-sheng dzien in Loangsi,
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The experience cof the Peet 2 yesrs proves that there mre many comrades who
do not have a grasp of minority poiicies. They do not know how to coordinate
the special characteristics of the present level of development of the leeal
mincrity nationslities ang fall %o organize work artivities vwhich a majerity
of the people demand. In addition, the cadre. in 1} minerity nationality 1o
calities on the hsien leve) mnd above came from el:ewhere and, in the past,
have bad very little, it any, direct contsct with minority nationalities.

The cadres below the hs ieng level are new and it is very easy for them
to develop the ideological errors of "grecier parionalism” cr “"nasrrov nation~
alism.” Regarding the protiem of estat l1shing democratic nationality ade
ministrations, there are some comradez wno feel that the demand for implementing
regional autonomy is WINSCL2EAry £esguse 1t divides *te naticnalities and ac-
centuatee reiigious fartions!ism. These comrades s6y that the pecple's governe
nment is for the peor.ie and belongs 1o 811 the Eeipie of the minority nstiop.
alitiessnd, therefore, thers is nC reed 1o ipesk AvIul autencmy or lack of AGOw
nomy. There are still zome who velieve that a large group of mirority nation.
alities huave teer sdmitted +o participate in geverament, fipzeguertly, they
need ne regional autonomy ziere they virtusily have self-goverament. For
these reasons, they are nct earnest or Tonstienticus in advance ing regional auto-
nomy or esta>lishing demosresic nationality -aslitien government s,

FECIONAL ATTONOMY TN SCUTEWEST ¢ N

In a statement oo the Condit ine of Mizority ¥ationality Wotk in Southvest
China, submitted tc the second conferenca of the - s3ton of the Affairs of

Nationalities of tke Central People = Government held 1L . 11 Decemher 1951,
Wang Wei-chon, chairman of Waticnalities Affair: “omrittee of *ke Southwest
China Military and Adminictrat ive Commitree, devoted & :ertion of his report
to the development -7 regional astosomy  Bi: statement vas rutlisbed in the
Pelping Jenumgg__,.lzp‘-_r_vﬁg on 1l FeYruary “982 and be:tinext <xcerpts from it are
as follows®

In January 1951, the Nationalirie: Affairs ~cumittee oL tke Southwest
China Military and Adminiztrari Tommitt se copvened g r.euary -~onference
and decided %0 ztart work on estar.ishing demc:rstic administrations 1 hroughout
the region. All! jevels of the peorple : poverngents in :he Southwest minority
nationality areas have ronvensd &Ll wationalities, gli.civeier people’s rew
bresentatives cooferences or nationslity reprezewtatives conferspres. Demo.
cratic nationality regional autcnomy ha: neen uriively estsblished in lomali-
ties where minority nsticnalities are Cencenirsrad and demorratic nstionality
coalition governments set T in mulitinztionatity locslities
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During the liberation of Yunnan, these elemeuts conspired to organize the
Nan-shao Federation to destroy all the activities liverating minority nationali~
ties. Because the broad mass:s of all the minority nationelities were united
r by us and the le~dership resolutely promoted activities for minor ity nationality
democratic administration, we were able to crush all the destructive plots of
the enemy. .

In our work we have faced many internal difficulties. There were some
cadres in all localities who did uot sufficiently understand the significance
of establishing democratic administration snd who felt that this Was unneces-
.sary and troublesome. They worried about exciting minority nationality dis-
sension, and by arousing nationality indepzodence and emphasizing that condi-
tions “.ere not propitious, they procrastinated in eztabiishing democratic ad-
ministrations. We have carried on persuamsior work with this group

In the minority nationality lozalities where demcrratic admirtstrations
bave been established there have been notatle developmentz in ail lines of work,
This fact influenced our cadres tc recognize gradually that minority rationality
deémocratic administration is the basic poiiey for the soiuiion of minority
nationality problems,

New problems also face the cadres working among, the minority nationalities.

* Within minority nationalities there are zonditions of disunity smong the
chieftains of feuding tribes. This disinity becomes a matter .f concern in
tie management of the autonomous dietricts, with respect %o their internal
unity and solidarity. It is also of concern to the horder dietrists where
difficulties have arisen regarding admiristrative status, the demonratic BYBw
tem, and the assignment of personnel. But these problems are being solved
gradually since there has been a better urderstanding of the minority nation-
ality policy and because the probiems have been thorcughly discussed by
leaders and persons closely relsted with toe ma=se: in the light of actusl
conditions of the mipority nationslities.
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